
REFERENDUM ON 
BOUNDARY CHANGE 
YOUR VIEWS ARE IMPORTANT 

Hull City Council, without reference 

to the East Riding of Yorkshire 

Council, (ERYC) has announced its 

intention to set up a commission to 

conduct an inquiry to examine the 

arguments for and against 

extending the boundary of the city 

of Hull to take in a large area of 

towns, villages, strategic open 

space and a significant number of 

residents from the East Riding.  

ERYC has therefore agreed that 

residents in parishes surrounding 

the city should be balloted to 

establish their views. 
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■ In September residents in the South Hunsley Ward and several 

other wards in the East Riding of Yorkshire will have their opportunity 

to say whether or not they would find an expansion of the boundary of 

the City of Hull to be acceptable 

WHY WE SUPPORT A NO VOTE 
Debates on boundary issues are a distraction to the region’s development 
At a time when there is significant economic investment coming to Hull and the East Rid-

ing, irrespective of administrative boundaries, we consider the appearance of a lack of 

political unity across the north bank  and all of the negative public debate that would en-

sue could be damaging to any further investment in our region. 
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How the ballot will 
work 
 

■  The ballot paper will contain two 

questions and  you will be asked to 

vote YES or NO to each question 
The first will ask if you want to be 

included in an expansion of the City of 

Hull and the second will ask if you wish to 

see a relaxation of the protection of the 

open green space between the City of 

Hull and surrounding towns and villages. 

The exact wording of the questions will 

be announced at a later stage 

 

■ All those residents that are listed 

on the  electoral register will be 

sent a ballot paper automatically 

If you have registered to vote  you will 

automatically be sent a ballot paper. 

There will be one ballot paper for each 

person in the household. 
 

■ Ballot papers will be distributed 

w/c 8th September and must be 

returned by 26th September 
The ballot is by postal vote only 

 

 

What will Hull’s 
inquiry look at? 
The inquiry commissioned by Hull  and which 

excludes East Riding representatives will 

consider four scenarios 

 Creating a north bank council for Hull and 

the East Riding 

 Keeping existing councils but combining 

certain functions including planning, 

tourism and economic development 

 Extending its boundary to include the 30 

minute Hull travel-to-work area 

 Extending its boundary to cover the 

immediate neighbouring built-up areas of 

the East Riding 

DOING NOTHING DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE AN 

OPTION FOR THE COMMISSION TO CONSIDER 

Dispelling the ‘tight boundary myth’  
Hull City Council has long protested that it is disadvantaged compared to others cities  

because of its tight boundary and lack of leafy suburbs. Hull has a density of 36 people 

per hectare—compare that with similar port cities like Southampton and Portsmouth that 

have densities of 48 and 51 respectively. Hull is 17th most dense, far from unusual. 
We celebrate the differences between the two authority areas  
People in the East Riding are rightly proud to have Hull as their city. They appreciate the 

different context that city life brings for people at various stages of their lives—the buzz for 

younger people, the cultural offer for all. Equally, East Riding residents value the offer of a 

more rural lifestyle. The two complement each other. We want to retain those differences. 
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 Referendum Special 
 
 Introducing our Local 
   Election candidates 
 for May  

Councillor Julie Abraham 
10 Ashdale Park 
North Ferriby 
HU14 3AS 
Tel: 01482 633746 
Email: julie@mjabraham.karoo.co.uk 
Councillor.Abraham@eastriding.gov.uk 

Councillor Helen Gilmour 
7 Mere Way 
Swanland 
HU14 3QB 
Tel: 01482 634722 
Email: helen@gilmourco.karoo.co.uk 
Councillor.Gilmour@eastriding.gov.uk 
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East Riding of Yorkshire Council has a sound record of financial management  
Our residents tell us that they feel in safe hands with Conservative led East Riding Coun-

cil’s management of its finances and of their Council Tax, which has not increased for 

four years. They worry about a reduction in services and higher bills with Labour led Hull 

in charge. The political balance of a ‘Greater Hull’ would undoubtedly be Labour control. 



ACTION AROUND 
THE WARD 

CARING AND CAMPAIGNING FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

IN SAFE HANDS …..  
■ In April of this year an independent 

group of local government peers 

undertook a four day review of East 

Riding Council and these are some of 

the findings.... 
‘East Riding of Yorkshire Council is a strong and 

highly performing council that manages its finances 

effectively in a very challenging public sector 

environment. The Council benefits from strong 

leadership and a cohesive team of senior managers 

and members. The Business Plan and Financial 

Strategy clearly identifies priorities, as determined by 

local residents, and is underpinned by a 

comprehensive competency framework and the 

culture and values of the organisation’ 

 

‘An ambitious transformation programme is in place, 

targeting £31m savings. The programme has been 

well planned and identifies clear costs and benefits 

and mechanisms to hold services to account.’ 

 

‘The East Riding faces a particular challenge in 

regard to an ageing population as coastal areas face 

significant numbers of retired people moving into the 

area. The population of residents over 65 years has 

risen by 24% since 2001 compared to a national 

average of 11%. You are tackling this proactively by 

investing in early intervention and prevention and 

making the promotion of independence a corporate 

priority.’ 

—————————————————————————————————-
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East Riding investing in housing 

East Riding investing in libraries 
The refurbishment of the library in Hessle, now 

named The Hessle Centre, is complete. The 

Customer Services  Centre is also to be found in the 

same building. The relocation of Anlaby library to 

Haltemprice Leisure Centre enables opening hours 

four times longer than previously. Meanwhile, small, 

popular libraries such as in Swanland and North 

Ferriby are being protected. 

 

East Riding investing in schools 
Major refurbishment works at Hornsea School and 

Longcroft School have been undertaken as part of 

the East Riding’s capital programme. An additional 

£3m will also be added to Government  funding to 

allow enhancements to programmes proposed at 

Withernsea School and to relocate Wolfreton School 

onto a single site. 

 

East Riding investing in roads 
The successful A164 road scheme is now being 

followed by the construction of the Beverley Southern 

Relief Road which will allow residents from our ward 

to access the Community Hospital in Beverley more 

easily and also  to get to the coastal resorts of 

Bridlington and Hornsea. A successful bid for 

Government funding will also allow for essential 

maintenance on roads across the area. 

 

East Riding investing in 
regeneration 

Over £7m has been set aside to support economic 

regeneration and to revitalise our high streets. 

 

East Riding investing in 
employment 

Wherever possible local companies are employed on 

Council contracts and apprenticeships encouraged on 

major schemes. 

■ The Melton Fields planning appeal is due to 

conclude in August and then we await the 

recommendation of the planning inspector and 

the decision of Secretary of State, Eric Pickles 

MP. Both Helen and Julie were pleased to have 

addressed the planning inspector at earlier 

sessions of the inquiry. Our evidence 

complimented that of North Ferriby and Welton 

parish councils and was relevant and based on 

material planning considerations. 

■ The Manor House, Woodgates Lane, North 

Ferriby  A planning application to erect a block of 

four apartments in the grounds of The Manor 

House has been strongly opposed by residents 

and Julie and Helen. Helen said, ‘I was concerned 

that the scale and the design of the application 

would have an adverse impact on the listed 

building and on its boundary walls. The potential 

for overlooking of existing residents was a further 

concern with the kitchen, dining room and 

bathroom windows of the upstairs apartments in 

close proximity to the nearest neighbours. The 

application was refused by committee after it 

heard Julie and Helen speak against the proposal. 

A local resident said, ‘Your support has been so 

generous and we really appreciate it.’ 

■ The tidal surge in December brought misery to 

many residents in North Ferriby and we have 

been active in meetings with the Environment 

Agency and North Ferriby Parish Council. We  

have included our local MP, David Davis, in the 

ensuing discussions on future improvements. Cllr 

John Mabbett of North Ferriby PC has been 

praised by the Environment Agency for his work 

on the issue and David Davis MP has led Humber 

MPs in making the case for the longer term 

imperative of securing Government funding for 

pan-Humber flood defences. We are delighted 

that work will commence in August on repairing 

breaches to the flood defences and also to erect 

a stronger and higher wall at Humber Road. 

Levels of the embankment all along the river 

frontage will be raised to ensure that an event 

similar to the tidal surge can be withstood in the 

future. The £300k works will not make it a flood 

free village but it will be far more resilient. 

Helen has decided not to stand at the local elections in 2015 but we are delighted to 

introduce to you Vanessa Walker who will stand along with Julie as the two official 

Conservative Party candidates next May. Vanessa lives in Cowgate, Welton, and has 

been a member of Welton Parish Council for three years, during which time she has 

also been its chairman and a member of its planning committee. She has also been 

instrumental in the commencement of the Parish Plan process for the parish of Wel-

ton, Melton and Wauldby. 
 
Vanessa is a non-executive director of the Humber NHS Foundation Trust and has 

recently held a similar post at the Hull and East Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust. She is 

Chairman of Hull and East Yorkshire Mind and a Trustee of Pickering and Ferens 

Homes. 
 
As a former district nurse, Vanessa has a clear interest in health and wellbeing – to 

include support to prevent ill-health and to ensure that health services provided are 

excellent.  In her spare time she enjoys spending time with her family, amateur paint-

ing and walking in the local countryside. Vanessa says, ‘I am very excited at the prospect of being elected to 

serve on East Riding of Yorkshire Council. It is well respected amongst its peers nationally, particularly for its 

sound financial management and commitment to improving services for local people. I hope that I can earn 

the trust of the South Hunsley ward electorate in coming months as their vote will be crucial to me achieving 

my ambition’.  

Introducing Vanessa Walker 

■ Repairs to underpass completed  We were so 

concerned that young people were climbing on 

top of the A63 underpass entrance in Melton 

that we called on East Riding Council to make 

some urgent repairs to broken fencing and to 

put in place measures to discourage them from 

going up there. This work was done speedily and 

we are extremely grateful. We have also asked 

local schools to point out to pupils the danger of 

climbing on top of the entrance. 

In spite of reducing budgets, Conservative led East 

Riding Council continues to invest in its housing 

stock. Re-roofing in the Ward has been  

welcomed by our residents and our selves. Vanessa 

and Julie visited residents to hear their views. 

Vanessa said, ‘I am impressed with the scale of this 

investment - it is excellent news for householders 

that they are having new roofs and extra insulation 

to reduce their energy costs.’ 

East Riding investing in leisure 

Haltemprice Leisure Centre has now reopened for 

swimming following a multi-million pound  

refurbishment which also sees the co-location of 

the library, customer service centre and a GP. 

David Davis MP, Parish Councillor John Mabbett 

and Cllr Julie Abraham with officers from the  

Environment Agency, in North Ferriby 



 

 

 


