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A communication from your local Conservative councillors
Cllr Julie Abraham and Cllr Vanessa Walker
Fighting to retain a GP practice in Swanland
We were obviously most concerned to hear the proposals of the Willerby & Swanland Practice to move both
existing surgeries to Anlaby. We therefore arranged a meeting with the Practice Manager and the developer of
the scheme, to include the ward councillors for Willerby, and expressed our deepest concerns. We subsequently attended the drop-in event in Swanland in April and listened to what the patients, our residents,
thought.
Whilst acknowledging that the new building, proposed additional treatments and diagnostic testing capacity
are undeniably impressive to ourselves and to patients, the following are the bullet points from the response of
Swanland and Willerby ward councillors to the proposed relocation.
Consultation
The provision of basic healthcare is of utmost importance to residents and we believe that the changes proposed are significant enough to necessitate the direct mailing of all patients and community representatives. For this reason we consider that the consultation exercise is flawed.
Options for consultation
The proposed location of the Willerby and Swanland practice appears to be a development led decision
rather than one that is patient-centred. More alternatives should be considered that put patient care at
the heart of the decision making process.
Meeting a future need
Evidence provided does not give sufficient assurance that the proposal will meet the future needs of
Swanland and Willerby patients.
Access to new premises
Insufficient attention has been paid to how elderly and very sick patients would be able to access the proposed premises.
The proposed adequacy of car parking spaces needs to be justified to ensure that patients can park easily. A
system should also be put in place to ensure that car parking would be exclusive to staff and patients of
the practice.
Consideration should be given to providing satellite surgeries in the two communities to enable at least initial consultations to take place closer to home.
Impact on pharmacy provision
Evidence needs to be provided as to how the relationship between the new practice and the pharmacy in
Swanland would operate in the future to ensure the sustainability of the latter as a health facility for all
residents of the village.
For the reasons given above we are not able to support the proposed move of Swanland and Willerby surgeries
to Anlaby. We are of the opinion that more consideration needs to be given to the genuine concerns of our residents and your patients in providing accessible health services for the future.

Since we sent that letter we can report that our MP, David Davis, has also written to the GP Practice, we have
raised it as an issue at Full Council and also asked that the proposed move be considered by the Health Scrutiny
Committee at the Council. Ward members for both communities addressed the committee hearing at which
the practice, the East Riding Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)and NHS England were present. The Scrutiny
Committee acknowledged access difficulties to the new location and supported our call for other options to be
considered, but ultimately it would be down to the CCG to decide the outcome.
The GP practice has subsequently released the summary of its consultation which can be viewed on the Premises page of the practice website. It has confirmed that the move to Anlaby is still its preferred option. We have
contacted the CCG to see when a decision will be made but, at the time of printing, that was still unknown. If

Fairer Education Funding for our Children
After many years of lobbying successive Governments by our schools, parents and carers and ERYC, we are delighted that our Conservative Government is introducing a national funding formula for education from 2020
with additional funding available from April 2018. Julie, as Cabinet member for children, young people & education said, ‘It is excellent news that all schools and academies in our Ward now receive additional funding to educate our children and young people. The new formula is not perfect, but it starts to re-balance funding from
those areas that have been significantly better funded in the past.’

Latest News about the A63
Julie and Vanessa continue to lobby the Asset Development Team at Highways England being ever
conscious of the ongoing incidents and congestion
on the A83. Highways England is aware of the lack
of technology on the A63 and has undertaken a
study of the types of intervention that would benefit the A63 corridor. Whilst currently there is no

funding for a scheme Highways England assures us that our area ‘is very much on our radar and knowing that East Riding and Hull City
councils are keen for a scheme such as this will
be beneficial to making a business case when a
funding opportunity presents itself’.
Highways
England is
currently
liaising with
East Riding
Council
about the
potential roll
out of deploying an Urban Traffic Management Control system which optimises traffic signal junctions, particularly where they interact with neighbouring local authorities.

Highways England recognises safety concerns at a
number of junctions within the East Riding. It has a
limited stream of funding called the Minor Safety
Improvement Fund Programme and is considering
potential schemes at the Humber Bridge, South
Cave and the Melton and Welton interchange.

Adult Social Care is a
priority for
East Riding Council
South Hunsley residents saw their Council Tax
increase by 5.99% in April. This was a necessary
increase but you can be assured that 3% of that
is dedicated to pay for the care of our increasing number of older people. East Riding of
Yorkshire Council has a number of financial
pressures such as reduced funding from central
Government and national pay increases. Inflation also means that we have to do more with
less money and try not to allow these challenges to impact on local services.
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South Hunsley residents see continued
investment in the area
Can you think back to before the heat of the summer to that cold miserable
winter and spring? The npower Health Through Warmth scheme is raising
awareness of the impact that warmth in the home can have on health and
wellbeing.

It is good news that, in spite of austerity, our residents continue to see
significant amounts of investment both in terms of infrastructure and
help for vulnerable residents. Examples are:
The on-going programme of flood alleviation schemes to reduce the risk
of surface flooding to many Haltemprice settlements that was seen in
2007.
Development of a scheme to improve the junction at Great Gutter Lane
and the A164 that will improve safety for our residents, due to commence in early 2019.
Extensive investment in all of our schools that provide for children and
young people in the East Riding with additional needs, including St
Anne’s School & Sixth Form which has recently had another Outstanding Ofsted report. Well done to all at St Anne’s!!
A programme of improving all leisure centres in the East Riding, including Haltemprice and Beverley. Protecting small libraries such as in North
Ferriby and Swanland and integrating customer service centres and libraries in other communities.
A £3.9 million development, known as ERGO, at the Bridgehead Business Park is a key part of the council’s economic vision for the area and
will help grow businesses in emerging sectors like renewable energy
and environmental technology and has been developed by ERYC in partnership with the University of Hull.

The scheme is managed locally by East Riding of Yorkshire Council, and aims
to help vulnerable residents whose health is made worse by inadequate
heating. It works with local organisations to identify vulnerable people who
need help and to fund and install heating measures, as well as providing
benefit checks, fire safety visits, gas connections, insulation and energy efficiency advice.
Help from npower Health Through Warmth may be available to vulnerable
homeowners who have a long term illness, a low income with little or no
savings and who are unable to fully fund measures, such as a new boiler or
heating system (if broken). You do not have to be, or become, an npower
customer to benefit from the scheme.
If you have lived in your property for more than six months and you don’t
have heating or your heating has broken down, Health Through Warmth may
be able to help you. Contact your local Health Through Warmth Coordinator, based at East Riding of Yorkshire Council, tel: (01482) 396278 or
396358 or Email: energyefficiency@eastriding.gov.uk
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