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A communication from your local Conservative councillor Cllr Julie Abraham
Remembering Vanessa Walker

Vanessa and Julie

A by-election will be held shortly to fill
Vanessa’s seat in South Hunsley Ward.

My dear friend and colleague, Vanessa, lost her brave fight with
pancreatic cancer in January. Vanessa faced her last ten months
with such courage and a determination to make the most of the
time left with us. She also did all she could to spread the word
about how devasting the cancer is and how important it is to be
aware of early signs. She has been an inspiration to all who knew
her, and her passing will leave a huge hole in many lives.
Vanessa joined me as a representative for South Hunsley Ward in
2015 and she was a joy to work with. Only a month before her
passing she spoke at Planning Committee against the megawarehouse at Melton. Following her election as ward councillor,
she immediately became a vice-chairman of a scrutiny committee
at ERYC, and in 2019 she was promoted to the Cabinet with a
portfolio for Adult and Carer Services. She also became Chairman
of the East Riding Health & Well-Being Board where she introduced
her own personal style to bring health partners together to work
towards reducing health inequalities for our residents.
Vanessa was a long-standing member of Welton Parish Council
where she held the role of Chairman for a time.
A light has gone out for many with Vanessa’s passing and I will miss
her enormously. My thoughts continue to be with Vanessa’s family
and close friends who were such a wonderful support to her and
gave her the ability and opportunity to enjoy her last months to
the full. RIP Vanessa.

Julie

Mega-warehouse
approved for Melton

If certain legal and environmental
conditions are met, the mega ‘Amazon’
fulfilment centre on the edge of North
Ferriby will go ahead. This is despite
huge efforts by residents, North Ferriby
Parish Council and Vanessa and Julie to
oppose the approval.
What is important now is to ensure that
as much protection is afforded to local
residents of Ferriby as possible. There is
a debate as to what will happen on the
50 metre strip between the development and Long Plantation. This is legally
defined as open space and cannot be
built upon. If this is a valuable area for
you as a walker, please let us know your
thoughts as to what you think should be
there.

We welcome recent announcements regarding the East Riding and
Hull being one of nine pilots to apply for a County Deal devolution
package. However, we believe this is selling our area massively short
and that we should be aspiring to a Mayoral Deal similar to Teeside
which now has funding opportunities which we may not achieve
with a County Deal. Having an elected Mayor over the two council
areas does not mean that they will merge – each will continue to
deliver services separately. But for major strategic improvements
such as road and rail infrastructure, affordable housing and having
multi-million pound cash investment for 30 years, a Combined
Mayoral Authority will make our area competitive and bring
economic and social opportunities for our younger people to look
forward to.
Please tell us whether you want a Mayor
and we will tell our council leaders and MPs

Help for those struggling with Council Tax payments

@SouthHunsleyWard

It is regrettable that Council Tax has had to rise by 3.99% from April,
2% of which is for Adult Social Care. If you are struggling with
meeting your payments, or with any other debt, there is help
available via the council. Go on the ERYC website and search for
‘Council Tax Support’ or ‘Welfare Visiting Team’ or call 01482
394633. If you don’t have access to your own computer, pop in to
your nearest library and ask the staff to connect you.

Introducing Paul Hopton

‘I am delighted to have been selected as your
Conservative candidate for the pending by-election
in South Hunsley Ward. I knew Vanessa through her
work as a ward councillor and know that she will be
a hard act to follow. She will be greatly missed and
my sympathies go to her family and friends.
I was born in North Ferriby and have lived in Hull/
East Riding all of my life. I now live in Swanland. I’ve
travelled extensively throughout the UK with work
and there is nowhere else I’d rather live, we live in a
super part of the country. My children attended
both Swanland and then South Hunsley schools so I
fully understand the pressures in the local schools
as the villages have expanded. I also appreciate the
issues facing people of all ages and, if elected, will
try to represent everyone as best I can. I have been
on Swanland Parish Council for 12 years now and I
am passionate about Swanland and the surrounding area. I have seen the challenges that such
successful and popular communities can bring,
especially in terms of housing development. I also
appreciate the conflict that a successful economy
can bring when there are impacts on local residents
and I will try to ensure that future commercial
developments are appropriate and can sit in
harmony with their neighbours.
I have recently decided to retire from full time work
in financial services at quite an early age and have
the time, energy and enthusiasm to serve you as
your ward Councillor should I be elected.’
Vote for Paul and get a seamless continuation
in your representation
‘I have known Paul for over a decade and have

witnessed his passion for his community when I
have attended the monthly Swanland Parish Council
meetings. He is caring but also honest in his views,
and he is not afraid to say when he believes a
course of action is not worthwhile. I know that I can
work well with Paul. And having two councillors
working together as a team can achieve far more
for you, the residents.’ Julie

Don’t let the weather or illness stop you from
voting. Contact Julie for a postal vote pack.
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Contact Julie

ERYC fights for Swanland over Gladman decision

Cllr Julie Abraham
10 Ashdale Park, North Ferriby, HU14 3AS
julie@southhunsleyward.info
07880 931170
@SouthHunsleyWard
The news that a challenge in the High Court made by ERYC against the decision to
approve 150 new homes at Westfield Farm was lost, was disappointing. But those
residents that opposed the development were thankful that the challenge had been
made. It would have been wrong not to challenge the imposition of more housing on an
unallocated site, and we applaud the council for supporting our residents. The cost to
local tax payers was around £15,000 per community defended in the High Court.

New surgery for Swanland delayed until April/May

Swanland planning news in brief

The replacement surgery for Swanland has been delayed until at least the end
of April, and in the meantime Swanland patients must continue to use the
surgery in Willerby. Access to the new Willand Health Centre remains a big
concern and we are negotiating with the council and EYMS to see if there is
any possibility of the 150 bus service being routed to take in the new site in
Anlaby. This is only operational on Tuesdays and Thursdays but we are assured
that appointments could be scheduled around the bus timetable. We will keep
residents informed via the Facebook page.

** Ward and Parish Councillors successfully supported local residents to oppose new
housing for North Drive which would have been accessed from Hall Park
** Proposals for a children’s home in Stratton Park have prompted mixed views. Julie
has called the application (21/04563/PLF) to Planning Committee to enable residents’
views to be considered

Protecting our libraries

Parents’ safety concerns on West Leys Road
Parents have recently expressed concerns for
the safety of their children when walking to
South Hunsley School via West Leys Rd, which
is the designated safe route. Julie asked for a
safety assessment to be carried out given the
new building that has gone on in the area in
the last few months. This was carried out by
ERYC in January but the Road Safety team
remain assured that it meets national safety
guidelines.

There are plans by ERYC to undertake a review of leisure facilities, including libraries,
during 2022/23. Julie has spoken out vociferously that there should be no intention to
review further the library provision in either Swanland or North Ferriby after the service
in each village was reduced only a few years ago. Paul says, ‘If elected, I will do all I can
to fight plans to close either library if that comes forward as a recommendation. Whilst
our libraries may not make money for the council, the social benefit they bring is
enormous and that must be factored into any considerations.’ Julie adds, ‘We would
like to see our libraries provide more services for the community and thereby help their
long term viability.’
For details of what is on at all East Riding libraries go to the ERYC website.

Paul would like you to contact him if there are
any specific incidents that need reporting.
Contact Paul via email
paul@southhunsleyward.info.
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